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1 
Jus think. Lieraran ideas stated to pentate Pongal around 1870 and doing 
theft phase ofthe existence ofthe Imeratonal Working Men's Asocaton, he 
Spaniands Amcimo Lorenzo, Mora and Morao made 2 wip t0 Lisbon for the 
Purpose of ying the groundwork for the Bakuninst Aliance. By 1879, figures 
Such asthe pican Edd Mau wee calling thesis anarchists, However, 
Ponigese anarchism can be aid to have realy ahem off round 186 in dhe wake 
‘ofthe French geographer Elsée Recls’s wit to Portugal. fn no time at all 
amachism was making into among the populace, im dhe dsc and in labour 
‘les unhappy with formal republicanam and Jacobinism and with the 
‘kationcerng social of Azedo Gneco ad the very mention ofthe Spanish 
intemonaits named cater is ample proof that Porwpucse anarchism wa 
hays 3 cosmopolian and urban movement ther than the by-product of 
tnckvard ration s sme wing” sociologists would have us eve. Not chat it 
‘id not abo. make tong inroads ina ral areas tke the Alentejo where 
pct abourers predominate As the bass fort pation adopted the 
HMfiniy group, seting abou orpanising the people, seeing up bres and 
thrown Hel? ino Macy campaigns ~ ths ba 2 country where 80% of the 
Populaon was iter, And ite the fours fora ft atempe at 4 ms 
‘rpnisation ~ the Anarchs Carboni ~ before embracing the wade “union 
movement a 3 whole athe 1914 Tomar congress when the UON (National 
[Union of Labour) was st up, oping fr what has pane own in sail history at 
revoltonaey syndic apd, heer, as searcho-symdcalam, This was a trade 
tions that repadated polecl parses and dew » diction between genie 
revolton and mere coup eat, eaving i isptation fom direct acon and 
timing, 10 seize the entire apparatus of production, orpnsing ouput and 
‘isribution of gods whist stcering clear of Se and prvate ownership. This was 
! tnude unionism eich looked wo the Charter of Arsene (1900) and which, tum 
dna ur about, went by the names of Cas Sines, Unio Opeciis Nacional 
(National Workers" Union - UON) and Confederacto Geral do Trabalho 
(General Confederation of Labour = CGT) To get some ide ofthe extent ofthe 
Hteranan movement allt erations ~ and we would have to nce here 
the Anarchist Featon of the South (1911. the Anarchist Federation of the 
[North (1912) alte Algarve Anarchist Union (1912) ~ we need only remember 
‘hatin 1919 he yea when the CT was setup) he sya ly newspaper A 
aad ashe. survived a3 daly op wl 1927 at wich point he cit 
“icaorship forced ite shutdown. By that time st was ranked No. 2 oF No. 3 
Peston in tes of newspaper sks mtonande. No ater poll or reformist 


“trade union” denomination cver managed such 2 Fst in the ene history of| 


Pomel. 

Phinly, the Poruguese monatchy, which had teen oppresing the rua 
labourers fr centres, dl nx look kindly upon what had come ove them the 
“pod folk" of Portal were staring to lose their reverence fr bue-loaded 
ansocrats, As arly 2 188K, Praero Chagas recived beating for insulin 
Louise Michel, the anarchist heroine ofthe Paris Commune. And suc beatings 
were followed by outnged protests apainst an unbearble swan the 
indusrt Cipriano de Olvera Sika wat amisinated in 188, he ci 
iovernment buings in Opono were bombed in 1899, the Wie of Augusto 
Fora, Setubal ry councillor, was acmpted in 190, de Spanish Consulate was 
bombed in 1892, and a device went of the home of the Count of Fogo 
1992. As historian Carls da Fonseca has writen “the sensational ad onthe St 
‘Anthony procession in 1895, the aemp on Dr Joyce's fe and ewo temps on, 
‘theif ofthe king himself i 1893 ae 1896) tere the an-aarchst lw of 
1896" But the repression tht i brought in is wake wat a mistake by the 
monarchy. Hundreds of prisoners were deported to Morambique or Tir 
‘many of them 10 die of dysentery or alana ever: but dhe asauination of the 
‘ing in 1908 stepped up the ae. "The ling was the work of anarchists outraged 
bythe kings tendency to appnt cats ike Hint Rabo ot Jo Franco: AS 
‘one of the gunmen, Aledo Luis da Cost, deed: "My greatest hte, my 
lees repugmance ave reserved forthe Dourgoss masters who empl al 
whom we shame-icedy serve” This t not the lnguge of ve republic 
poteur. Nor was Mant dos Reis Bu, dhe eer aii, Noto mertion the 
third gunman inthe plot, the writer Aquino Ribeo, a member of the same 
_r0up 2s Costa, Since the premature explosion ofa bm being assembled in his 
Fem quasar had Been lng the ll 

‘An then came the event of and § October 1910 There tno point in out 
ing ito a deted exrminabon ofthe roe of the Repubiean Pan, The arty 
‘was very weak fllowing the Eure of 31 January 1891. Nor wat the monarchy 
toppled by Machado dos Simos, the sliary rebel eer, wth his 12 arly 
pce, 9 sergeants and 200 men holed up inthe Rownda, Much less dhe 
‘epublica keds who had made themselves sare, holed up us the could sce 
what way things might turn oxt. The monarchy wae overthrown on 5 Oxia 
1910 by anarchist Caos ds Fonnecs ha “The real ear of the apes 
were gas-worke Jolo Bors, tuber Adcino da Coss Le photographer Vir 
de Si, poser Artur dos Santos Sir, eleccans Calo reas and Santos the 
backs Bento Cre, aloe Antnio dot Santos andthe herman Ct and 
Jos of other anonymous contnbutors #0 republican story. Ik was they who 


“abotged the ralay lines cut communications, payed the monarchist 09ps 
with simple home-made bombs, dsrmed the squxdfons and a shor, hoisted 
the Jrabens of 1910 power” 


2 
‘The petod flowing the esabshment ofthe Portugese Repulic marked one 
oF the high points of socal sf in Portogl and speaks volume forthe sor of 
“patnue that the Jacbia politicians and ring cases Flt towards the men 
whose handiwork the events of § Oxtber 1910 Tad been =the anarchists That 
tut be why even today the democrat and nco-iral avoid mentioning the 
tater, why the paiamenrary socal bury thei adem he snd and why the 
Fortjuese Communist Party (PCH) is wncsy when dhe deme vel ied from 
this rial period f history. As ifhey were 2 waumatsd by dhe “lng night of 
fact rule” that the 16 years Heading up the 28 May 1926 coup and the 
acesion to power ofthe seminar fom Santa Coma Dido [Salsa] were a bed 
‘of roses Bet they were anything but 2 bed of roses and t would borrow 
Maltesa's woes, when he dele that "if representative democracy were 4 goed 
thing, the bourgeosie would have hep toe 

‘Whereas twas not te epics who brought down the monarchy, it was 
‘hey who instal the Repl. Lest ower limo the sect” his was what 
the republicans did. Onc ensconced in owe, Uy confirmed the old iberarian 
alg that nobody ever conquers power is power that abaya ges he beter oft 
“onquerors: By the binning of 1911 wea plc tht tere had ben» parting of 
the ways been the republicans andthe anarchas. The Bourse Carbon 
‘were gven cae Blanche wo et up “Volunteer Batons praia wait 
specialising in fighting sikers Ove ofthe fst aeons was to encourage the 
Baninesowners to each the one diy 4 week eat mcemly won by thir 
employes 


ring te later days ofthe 
venarhy (round 198), but only mach ltr (1919 nthe wake ofthe Great 
‘War did it become commonplace, and aferwads twas ened inlaw (Decree 
of 8 May 1925). The law ged behind peace. The nations! bourgeotie was 
tvays ready to “east the alice, snatching way with one hind what hd 
“pven™ with the eter, even though the prooteaders aeady had 37-hour 
working dy! Ie mast have Been for this reason and because understood that 
Revolution isnot decreed fom om high and doled out through the so-called 
“Laws ofthe Republic * (on divoree, de fly, cv episeabon, separation of 


‘Church and State, on tense) that A Bats announced tat: “The ony thing 
that counts is what he people as won ada ain won requis no bs” 

“The 1910 Jacobins however sought lawful repression, as much 26 the 
regulations would allow. Since that “Volumteer Batalons” were merely 2n 
cmergency measure dictated by Tcounter-revoltionary legitimacy what Was 
‘eed was some hearyweight practonan force 10 take ove from the despise 
‘Municipal Guar of the monarchy. Thus was born the GR ~ the Republican 
NNiional Gused ~ a miliary force capable of overruling “lwfly consited 
ovement and indeed Patlament wll” (AS the Dio of Pong Hise 
‘fines i) A dere of 12 October 1910 frm the provisional overmment ep 4 
‘commision wlok it the pracicalties of ths tat commission was mae up of 
‘Manvel Mira Coctho, Brto Camacho and Gener! Emesto da Encanacio 
Ribeiro And a decree on 3 May 1911 exablshed the GNR a the primary 
repressive Fre ofthe new regime, As we can sce the abition of one police force 
tnd station of another is ik removing sat and adding brine. Even 0, the 
‘workers refined tobe imide. Hecdss ofl dese impediment they te 
themselves into the tough shes mounted by fanmworkers in dhe Akt, 
‘miners in Ate and S. Pedro de Cova and wextl-workers in Covi among 
‘thers, provoking. redoubable ie of sian across Pot, with fais all 
‘over the coun taking in sks’ calden, as well de ehidren of ravay 
‘workers who also embarked wpon two big sks. most key without giving. 
‘de noice and indatng how long the snk woul lt To gst soe ea of he 
‘epubian response we ought 10 remember thatthe “Aemejo war” of 1912 
‘rured that os of sinker served years bend bar, sometimes nt afer the end 
‘ofthe Grest War and dns without Formal hares oe thew being prestced in any 
tort of cour. Meaning thatthe faci’ Esalo Now (New Sate), with 


Scrmun abe on he ook, the weed to Seepicte the cron, 
revoltonary ynicat workers movement by ending mabons wo the suger 
‘Obvioily, the UON and the Juventnes Sindclstas (Syncast Youth) held 
‘ou aginst he war which they regarded sa capitis device for mass destruction 
sna looting and well Known liberaruns ike Neno Vasc, Aur Quinantha 
nd Manvel Jouguion de Sous urged workers wo desert. Thee fellowed noting, 
hooting and harmed excpes to Spain, country that held aloo fom the work 
twa, But the mijn were caught 3 wap, forced 0 don uniforms and serve on 
the ba front where they were wed 2s ennon fede. 


However, the organised itraran and labour movement had no quite given 
sp the ghost Every Ie as emphateally a they had ejected the postin a the 
trade cod: hok al any form of contol a soil Compromise should 
Sty these, they unleashed the 1918 gence see psn the cost f ing and, 
ooking beyond the 8-hour diy, embed upon campaigns forthe Gchour diy. 
‘nd their uci cremes had ott aide wr se eiter and ths contd 
tore widespread contempt in which all pola partis were held. 
‘With 


hms repuation 63 "sybeait-breaker” and stacks on the A Baha etna 
‘ies and CGT premises became quite commonplace, a dl the murder and 
‘ating of workers. The sinter Amnio Mara da Siva, by sing up special 
‘court in 1922 al aking charge ofthe repression in 1923 to 1926, allowed the 
‘deporation wo Alien of many Fevoluionanes without any sort of ial in pat 
ees jes reas 0 “eonnider” outstanding. cases fr fear ofthe relation 
from anrcsts who had escaped the crackdown! The condition by then were 
‘pe for the miary coup of 28 May 1926 and the nse wo power of the 
‘imooth-uking Antnio de Oia Salazar,» sory eacutonet with al the ight 
ons = bring 4 monacha Cathe, aml retentive, the owner of 
“cat” bd dating om days 8 semianan, anda sent ypc. 


a 

Tic ropes nace under the monarchy and continaed under the Repubc 
‘was came over “natural it the nc er he some ween ver breaking 

proving tht one repme snot ees the anes af the rene that 
have gone before ie Tam not tying here 40 “sproce wp faci or end it 
tana” by lumping it with other regimes, nor am 1 awarding it» paricubly 
homie sats a certain intentioned phony democrats might imply. No! 1am 
trying point up the etal of al epee without exception, show that, 
whereas they may hive diflerences of dee they ate net feat in ature. 
Tower san able vl; Power ~ no thi orm of power nor that fon of power 
(momar how despicable) [-) 

Now to the station in which the Pores iberarian and confeera 
movement found isl when, flowing the sy coup of 18 Apel 1925 which 
‘was Fistated by the alert sounded by A Basa sed by the people's vigorous 
clash decide oitervene i a dllevent manner on 28 May 1926. On dhe 
‘ve fund, the anarchists had nothing in comanon wih the boureoss parties 


‘which had abeays percested them and, ten the implosion of the PRP 
(oroguese Repablcan Party) with alice and competion ovr the shaving 
‘out of posts and responsibiles, Ui pomp the mest brutal and hierarchic 
Pat of the Sate to tp in: on the ode Rand he anarchists were wel aware of| 
‘what by ahead for them should thet old enemy, the army. come ut ts 
tracks. Bren 4, no mater how shepéial or rather dsilasoned i may hive 
teen the CGT was sil he only onganation wo cls genera strike on | June ts 
call went lngly needed. Inthe wake ofthe “backs of 3-7 February 1927, 
the CGT was outhved and the editors of A Baud locked wp. Do not think, 
however, hat Pores fascism overcame Portapurse society in one Fl swoop 
eas gadua process, on acount a he tie took to et erin srt 
place, fer 7 year of roundabout military dicatorsbp in which General Gomes 
{4 Cone took icin tas with Adonral Cabegads sce which of them would 
‘Bin the upper hand, whit the crafty Oar Carmona “tbe general with the good 
‘conduct meds" or "Capuinchas (Yellow-bly)” a2 Gomes da Conta deeb 
‘him ow though the hirecly andthe crunch only came when Carmona dated 
inthe ex-seminaran Salazar solve some "book beeping” problems and basic 
‘uations: when the 1933 constiuton was endorsed by 1 plebicte; and when the 
[National Labour Statute whch oulined out and ot fscs-eton of hea 
and their conversion into misinropic medical corporations under Sate 
supervision ad subect the employe ception cme nto Frc. Parle 
with and during these “yplen 1990s, » whale apparatus of repression wa et 
1p: there was the Portuguese Legion Ce gren I") fight the ener within 
‘here was the paamitary Porapsese Youth orpnaation o schoo young people 
ileologialy in “wholesome” fast principles: and dere was the PVD, the tl 
version ofthe PIDE, operating at a secret police wi special powers, sinister 
ficiency telat equally upon bet agents apeciing i “umcly Blows, 
borrow Salna's oom euphemise exreson, and upon 4 “fleble" and etme 
‘network of amateur spies, generally pad by resus. This was one way of outing 
‘the itary from day-to-day contol and dapatching it bck 4 barack and 
holding it in reserve for miktary parades ony, other than dlances with 
Kitchersmais othe occasional, ae enti of red coercion. The Roman 
‘Senate and emperors hd done the same things themes. They Had not wanted 
to sce the legions crossing the Rubicon and proceeding. under ats, dow the 
Taian peninsula, becuse of the potential for rouble They tid preferred 
Praetoran Guard to fok afer ther. rere 

Reacting apis its death os octld bythe National Labour Statute, the CGT, 
hich was hving2 hard ime of ling underground, determined 6 lunch a 
Iinsurrecionary general strike on 18 January 1934. xcept for whatever ew stn 


_emesor bombs it was be to pur together, twas unarmed, ait had ben bck 
‘in 1926 in the face ofthe army's subversion, i spe of some empty promises 
from a ew replica bigwigs who were, at botom, more way of ome eer 
response from the anacho sya than upact bythe Fac coup! And even 
though the CGT included most ofthe underground tae unions, it enended 
invitations to the few unions Urowmn up by the aph enginered by the PCP in 
1925 ad which them made p the Ines Steal Commasion (CI) Iunched in 
March 1950, the nocd unions and to the tiny associations ad uaa do 
‘vo (people's houses) which had been within the ort of he sel-disbanded Gn 
493) Socal Party nd which went under the pompous tide of the Federation of 
‘Workers’ Asocatons. And the CGT chimed no speci nights or privileged 
Poston for self The rel, the high points of which were the ssboage snd 
‘alent atacks mounted ia’ Coimbra, Leia, Monsanto (Ubon), Almads, 
Barer, Sives, Vil Boim, Funchei-Tuncs-Alpp, Marat Grande, Alto do 
Ulneio, Nbregt-Chels, oven de Sans Ia and Benfica and in the peaceable 
sik cae took place in Barret, Sines, Almada and Sives was, however, 
Gefen. Across the country many hundreds were arsed and ealy 260 were 
‘quickly convicted by the Special Court Marial and in 1996 the Tarafil 
oneeration camp was opened. So much forthe short-term results of the 
attempted revolution. Bur here were even more dase repercussions fallow: 
the COT organisation wall bt damned, ape of later stemps to rflat 
and the Hberanan movement was reduced now 10 the specially anarchist 
“rpnisations~ to mt the proups of Ue Portuguese ReyionalAnarht Federation 
{FARD), ct up in 1932 and fia o he erin Anarchs Federation (FAI) 
‘und in 1927, 0 in emmants of de Syeda Youth ad Libertarian Youth 
renin these adverse condions, coud sil master enough resources during the 
‘il wat in Spain to sage the honour of Portuguese worker and Help thet 
Spanish collages ying. on all fons against the concerted ffors of 
‘erations fiom, Beas democracy and the French Popular Front at they 
‘bere criminal policy of *aearn” which merely operated in four of 
‘General Franco and, st But not Kast, fighting ko agaist Sinise which, in 
‘ee for war materia, was mpoursing al Spain's old resrves and dapatching 
its goons aa toruers to Spin atempting to bind the wort lage t the fact 
thatthe “ci war” in Spain a5, uimatey, 2 redoubrable lierarian social 
revolution the most reaching tal experimen sm acfranagement inthe 
Whole of history. Decise of ts authentity ad eal chance of sucess, tht 
‘evolution coud scarey help but councr the sinter realty ofthe so-called 
Soviet Union wthout question the biggest e of the 208 century. Ths 
Pornguese amrchists bombed the Radio Club becuse of ts pro-Nitinalist 


propaganda, there was the “bors in dhe sas” afi, and hey swt ttt 
German ships unloading all sors of armaments in Cais de Alentar for the 
Spanish facie were tried fr sabotage. Wal cumintd in July 1937 wih the 
tempted assasiaion meant sik at hess’ “weakest nk” (as would-be 
sain Emilio Santana described lam) ~Salsrar Bat Slr csaped warmed, 
‘excep fora blackened fingers and the Spanish anarchist and aya fst 
their war and revolton. The ony pose recat or litical support bse 10 


and those operating without back-up: when the Bulgarian communist Dimitrov 
‘was arrened by the Navi in 1933 and charged wath having sc fe 10 the 
Reicntag, he was Iner rks in 1934 and exchanged for ager of dhe hid 
Reich caprred by the sions when Eimidio Sinana, one ofthe would-be 
assassins ‘of Salazar, fled © Engi, he as exradited by the Iypocnes of 
emacrae Gret Briain sod served 16 years in prison in Lisbon and Coimbra, 
tnd vas noc lensed wn 1953! 

“And hig just mentoned an agent of Moscow, let us look tthe damping 
fauh flowed by the “enigmase™ PCP. is predecessor was the shorted 
Maximaist Federation whch bedizaled 2 few fk who, fom reing 
newspaper Bander Vem (Red Fla) formed the impression that dhe famous 
‘ieatorhip of she proletariat would bea very bie imerlade ad mit even be 
‘exercised ona temporary basis by honest men witha mandate fom the CGT = 
the renowned Carlos Rates wat ber to wre. Fornlly esabished in 1921, it 
inaly enjoyed the ache and tery that surrounded Boihewk Rus, walle 
tp behind a hermetic borders mses few rsh nd ots souls such as 
Jost de Sous (only with the Syodest Youth) and. ier attracted 
‘opportuni, carers and turncoat like Carlos Rates hse who was to wind 
‘pin the National Union and eitorin-heof the Dia de Mona ding the 
{iit er. The PCP was involved in various poll otgucs as anally ofthe 
Radical Paty ec the Democrse Let and sheays advected elector tics 
(without being “cece” of coun) to the detent of the seca struggle 
Forever going on about unity, 8 soon 38 was potion of hegemony it had 
‘no hesitation n engineer. ural pt in the CGT ranks in 1925 spy bese 
‘tnceded a wansmasion belt raise profile. Gradually came top specialise 
stacking the Confederation dough newssbees ke A Inemaoa of, te 00, 
(© Presi. es express aim as t0 deach the CGT fom the TWA ~ the 
revolutionary syndic aarcho-sicat tera tse Bern in the 
1920 and inching onpisations like the Spansh CNT, the latin USI, the 
French OGT-SR and, among others, the Swedish SAC ~ inorder to sujet it 


the dictates of the Red Iteration of Labout Unions (RILU), based in Mocow 
and advocte fora cern propolis tat could ot bt amount oa negation of 
the tre spit of ttermatonaim. But it dd not meet wth mach sucess in i 
‘efforts Since the PCP and ts tiny wae won offhoct were not even big enough 
{o-all heir own mestng fo ark 1 May, day aked the CGT for permission to 
jin is marches and deonstions and the CGT aged, provided that the 
‘ichard supporter ofthe RILU would wot undermine practical ity by Singing 
the praises of any pany. These examples of what happened when this penemens 
apcement was braced: when the “re” or colour-blind wade umonist Joe 
“Tavares dos Santon refed in 1924 03 ip by the Spanish communist Maus 
(ier one ofthe founders of the POUM) to the hesdgquanes ofthe Chel, he 
tas promptly reminded that audiences dh police chiefs were not unduly 
Ippecited and dhe mecting degenerated ino Gc: when the PCP speakers 
Jo de Matos and Calor Marques sang the prises of the Moscow based 
Inermatonal in Barter in 1925, "the auience promyly walked out of the 
Railaymen’s Hal and fly, whew onthe nt (ll) Ny demonstration in 
19262 Pay speaker fom Oporto revered wo hit factions, divisive igs, be 
wis “homed” by the autience with the organic materi hat his refined 
Srpumens deserved ~ cow dur! [-} 


‘As 18 January 1994 approached the PCP was “worried” agin is gener 
secretary, Beno Gongles was opposed o ay she or isumectonist vente 
And pied instead Tor general meetings 0 whip wp the workers 1 reject the 
[Navona Labour Satie. Image, stopping acim in its wacks with study 
roupal But the CIS opted to diabey him and wo urge the CGT into action. 
‘Gress, stated in rsh of Bod to the ead, t would go it alone. In short, 

the upsingwcceded the PCP would hae fon camp: bu iit fed it 
‘would be wen ff 0 “aarcho-Raso™ Thain fc wat the ter employed 

Bento Gongaves in ering the uprising since as Eid Santana stated 
honey and consitency fe nok PCP features” 

“Red” trade unionion was wound up when, ellowing the 7th cones of the 
‘Comintern in 1935, PCP mans were regard by thei leaders to ener the 
Solara sybeaes: And since cries eachery sommes bring rewards we 
Find them te ascendancy on the unions, come the revolution of 25 Apa 1974, 
‘Whereupon. speaking fom dhe Bight wich they had 3 diigeny clinbed, 
they atempted to we the lw topos a authoritarian “single trade union” oF 
enforced unity ofthe “ert” any tpl of facia, Peroni of indeed 
Lenina, [] 


‘Two farther stances of tigurope-nalking by the Manist-Leninists dat 
require explanation. Why wast tha the PCP, after 25 April 1974 represented the 
‘only hbour movement ‘of any consquence in the fight aginst Salazar on 18 
January 1934 into “commana” ef and went arth by cing the seting up 3 
shorted soviet im Marinka Grande, complete with the unfrling of the red ag? 


Knowledge ~ common to all bor dese “witness at some femove™ Hat whist 
there might have been 2 communist preponderance in Marina Grand, une 
the tend inthe rest ofthe courey, the added fc touch of the "save is 
merely 2 stategem 10 draw ancnton away fom the fact that dhe focal 

union contained commaniss and now-conmmunists. Lest well 
Known is the fit tat the ack upon local GNTR (Repubican National Guar) 
and i 12 man contingent was made feasible ranks to bombs supped wo the 
‘rade unionists of Marka Grande by anarchs! But Maina Grande was 
scarey one ofthe foal points ofthe revolutionary general tke in 1934, And 
‘root that the entre movement was iktarian ins makeup an dja = 
‘with the anarchist seeping the ther parts ito action race tha the 
‘ther way round ~ ste fc tat all he xa "mas vies were promoted by the 
‘CGT in Barter, Snes Almada and Saves 8 were mast of the act of boUHe 
‘are out And the resson fr this spun ose: rither the PCP nor the CIS 
Jud the epi Jt ook ache afiatons of the x mn ven vere serene. 
bythe Special Court Maral and al becomes der. Mino Castthano who was 
sentenced to be tansponed for 16 years was am anurcho-synalit rawaynan 
and one ofthe leading ight of the CGT. Even though captured prior 18 
January 1934, he tok change ofthe uprising in Lisbon a eto, Jou 
Ventura Prsdo and Jou Alcaire wo were involved in sabotage Coimbra 
and got 18 year sentences for thei mouble were also anaes. Anarchists 100 
were Bemirdo Catalero Pras and Arnal Sumter Jame who fot 20 yea 
Sentences, the former fora at of sabe ad the ater for being the tp CGT 
‘offical in Coun. The only PCP member ~ who abo received barbie 20 year 
sentence ~ was Anta Guera from Marina Grande. But thee is something 
reilly eld about Marinha Grande he fre bitch of tenes of a annesy 
secured in December 195 through the intercession ofthe Bishop of Leta was 
made up mostly of plssworkers from Manna Grand. Yet another meson 
the fat “daloge beeen Catholics and Marts” perhaps? The ft of the 
mater is that the conc ofthe PCP let so mach wo be deste a Jos Gregorio 
‘was to admit in his 1985 veport — that the PCP ad grest icy in 
re-esuishing ts fothold im Marina Grande. Bees of the inconsistency of 


Bento Gonglesrjecting the uprising aan “anarcho-iaxo” atthe time and the 
PCP ty shmelesly caming ownership ofthe same uprising? [=] 

“The PCP could not be outdone byt ser paris when it came wo “rsianee” 
Stunned by the Nazi-Sovict Pacis quiclyrecomposod ise. In 1999 t drafted 
its new Policy” and communicate tt the rector of he Tail concentration 
‘amp. What propoied was enticing an alliance bere Gxt and communis 
i the event ofan atack pon the Pomugsse homeland. Lackly the head 
tomurer had agree sec of shame than Bento Gongs, the chief wore 
"acum and author of ths propos By reting any allance sn any ccumatnces 
the chit goler savaged the pres honour”() 


The 1974 downtill the oldest ict dictatorship in western Europe resulted 
in euphoria. In Par, Pench comades fom the Anarchist Federation and 
Spanish refpes provid me with comacts and only months afer 25 Apel 1975 
and afer 1 had returned fom my “pled” exe in France and Baril iI ge 10 
know them. "Ther being of course the men and women I met in the Rea 
‘Anglia Vidal in Lisbon, helping ou withthe r-lunch OFA Bai: or the ones 
‘mein Almada a the Liberaran Cultral Conte, publishing Vex Anais oF 
the others met in Oporto and Coimbra, Evora or onthe Algarve, caught up in 
the revlucion and busy with ether projec. 1 mean people such a8 Adriano 
Botelho, Emit Samana, Joué Corea Pres, Reis Sequei,Joxt de Bio, Barreto 
‘Mahi, Sebasido de Almeids, Artur Modesto, Jorge Quresma, Frncico 
‘Quinta, Liss Ato, Jou Berio, Abo Goncalves, Acko Tomi de Aquino, 
Jos Francisco, Jaquim Pero, Custos Con, has Maia, José Paul Lola, 
‘Anseio Machado and thers Mot of them by then a thei F705; fe, the 
‘Aino Botetho wel pst 80. They mde up what might be termed the CGT 
literarian “old guard, were it not for our aversion 40 miliary-sounding 
terminology. Most they were shied worker, but ot very wel of 3 Few were 
bilan seleeducted, the pened ess of “the school of hard knock and wide 
reading sethout dou more meligent and culated than the borscs who made 
them Sweat whch was another costae este of anarcho-sybeaans fictions 
swith the penny-pinching ygoramuscs of the employe ca In addon they 
‘wee all blessed with an oustanding sense of independence, orpanstions ability 
and instint for edo. They gave the he wo the inno pedled by iceniie 
tocilam and by the bourgeosic, wo the effect tht aatchison never passed 
primi. Bor nice serve nor wo be served they locked pon the cal 
revolution as lengy process of Beran from boos, preconceptions and 
superstitions ter tan as some reductive, mia “wanstionl” itatoip ad, 
‘eying upon thei own capabiles, they know that snot Beyond the workers 


Ins sce enw Lito, fs cape and ure bnhnent to Gun be 
‘ery rule He of Baro Conti, 3 fy crore oust 
Ind she-naker who was in he Transmomana Worker Union and de i 
over on 11 Janay 916 a the apo 2, afer he ha een arene on 36 
{can Jou Carin be wh the mont acon a ares ss 
inthe couuy (he ndownen) im Alejo ode tc Tit Repu and the 
communal experince of Ao Gongs, foun ft "Comune a 
Light the tah ie of Mano Joaquim de Sous, from the CGT sce 
hve life wa 0 oe tested bythe repubican plc and the PCP inked 
Red Legon ae: the xermplry hfe of Mino Catan ~awnversly respected 
Anarchist nd ya =» prac man of pln ia, author of he Mew 
nl Seal Cho th dg fe thind masa thes an ace 
of 18 Jmary 194, deponed in 1935 Ang, n 1930 0 Peo nd, mn 
‘nhere he cape ia 1931 dunks he Maeva revo, afi which he ered © 
Titon, ely to be aes pin rd en with acter 70 comes 4 the fst 
tatch of provers to the Tar conceraon capo 1936, perish shee on 
12 October 1940 because Dott Deh (Eamerto Ps Pras) refed hn 
rmticin; the courage ofthe Seti herman Jame Reto who edn 1975, 
Mer sering in he Spanish cl war nd san exe in France and wha, ander 
torre bythe PIDE, tc ff how tongue in a act hat moved the iran 
‘me Cae oe the pci Romane of e Mar ie Clot Mol” 
Enron gto ence Kberanan “ll pun ao empl the ai 
‘exon forthe rng of Portes anarcm  oeof pate weak 
{att was made up 100% of pecarams. Tru, wes ike Aquino Rib, 
Feria de Caro, tio Dorn, ss sprang ot Jame Br neve me 
dny bones sb esp haar: cen 0, em Hk the yet 
Clrpor Li, te teachers Aur Cue, Ero Coma or Ada ia, 
the pcan and poyraper Atl Soy, wer Toms Forse, jot 
Jido Qin or Cratian La andthe replat the Cale Veneer 
‘export in the vel ptr maton (-] 


However it wat not jst the most elderly of dhe archi that Let in the 
sfienmath of the 25 Apel 1978 revoluiom. Since Portuguese anarchism never 
“ropped ou of socal conic, no mater wht would be pall Bearers might 3, 
ako met those wo served 33 badge been the most elderly andthe younge? 
encration. fam thinking here of people in het 40s er SOs in 1974, people ike 
Mois dz Sia Ramos, iene Nebregs Quinal or Liga Olvei Then came 
people lke Gabriel Moro Pee, Arise Mot, Rat var de Carvalho Joe 
‘Mota Prego, Paulo Ferrera, Carls Pimplo, Aménio Alo Caralho ot ARE 
ito, who were i tei 20s oF 30s Followed bya few young workers and high 
school students ike Vitor Sabri Fabio or José Tavares. My apologies to those 
rot ited hee for want of space. These were the people onthe Bast of whom an 
sncmpe wa made to relat the icraran “movement, quie dificult 
Tunderaking, brcase the Bsc represion had crested 4 generation gap and 
because some of those coming oer tu foe the Mara fal came whole 
series of “poli” vices, with al the negatity that dis implies, and. others, 
victims of the los of eerain qualities, had fille under the “spell” of 2 
‘questionable refer. Even so, proved posse to launch new paper ike 
‘igo Dis, O Merion e Ane, as well asa publishing impinges 
Souvento, Duting the so-called PREC: period ~ from 25 Apel 1924 wo 25, 
November 1995 = the AGA (Assciaton of Autonomous Arachis Groups) 
‘merge ad the groups at work (me of hem afated wo the FA, some not) 
and others st up an association 0 help re-hunch the aarcho-smndialit 
movement Among the jon entire embarked upon we shold ike o mention 
the 3 March 1973 derponsteaton msn the Thetan Agreement adi siatey 
‘wth Spars workers, the only anmiakably antares demeorsteation bel in 
posteisest Porta at which dhe ey went up “Sader are sons ofthe people, 
‘Generals are sons of bithes*~ the 1975 stack on the Spanish Embassy flowing 
Franco's execution of several Basque masons ~a meting that completely filed 
the Tall of Vie do Ope and which Rnced Expo to cary the hesdine 
"Portugese Arachis in Search of 3 Second Wind But the problems widh 
makin onee heard ns hghly medated, anspulitne society beam pln an 
covered wide spectrum: atthe time of the 3 March 1975 demonstration, 
rwspapers like the Diaso de Lies saw Ge noe even 10 report the slogan 
mentioned enter and merely sted dat the sar had stated that “solders ae 
sons ofthe peopl” A, come the meeting just refered to, no hack dated 10 
‘epor tha the most common sacments were “the man ends where the soldier 
Ip’ orang ee generac pide none alivey” 
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Parcsansfallan Anarchists in he Revlting: Th tnatey 
“srugale against Fasc ‘Workers Union 1968.92 
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Jiilio Carrapato 

The Almost Perfect Crime 

‘The Misrepresentation of Portuguese Anarchism 
Translated by Paul Sharkey 


Portugueve anarchism hasbeen overshadowed by the events in 
‘neighbouring Spain ~and often dlibeately ignored by sais partisans of 
communism and Hberalim, Bu, forall eat, Portal has along tradition 
of ibertarian organisation. Ie runs from the frst days ofthe Tertion 
Inthe 1870s, 0 the insurection of 1910, ighing the fascist detatorhip 
from the 1930s wo the 70s, contining upto the present day. This 
pamphlee uncovers that hidden istry. 
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